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Closing Out Sale.

Mrs Elder will at once throw on the
the market at a lar and prime
RY. for just what
ling to quit business

| young Mrs Waterhouse, with o kind
' of comie despair

OUNG Mrs. Water-
bouse Bnished the
writing of a duoti-
ful letter to har
mother.

The letter as-
sured the anxious
old lady that tha
writer wuas quite
happy: that theres
was really no ne-
cessity for worry,
and that mamma

might make herself guite content at

Biarritz Geoffrey was ths bast of

husbands, and although of ecourse

much engaged nt South honsmgtun
with his fearfully abstruse experi-
ments. and his new book on *‘Stesl

Fibers,” he was extremely attentive

and kind. And she was, with mueh

love, mamma’s anffectionate daughter,

Helen Waterhouse.

“$Mammna won't belleve

it.,” said
*She is always
wanting to know about the skelston.
Thank goodness, there isn't one!™
On the elean blotting-pad was sn
impress of some of her husbaod's
writing. A pilette-shaped mirror

st20d omn the table., and., hall un-
consclously, she turned the pad to
ward it

“Weonder to whom
writing?*

It was quite easy to see. Mrs
Waterhouss glanced at it casually at
first; then, her foucs fiercely pink,
with muech attention:

“L want you, my dosrest, to believe
that I am quite true to you I am
bound by eertain ties to others, but
to you, my sweetheart, my own dear-
est Alicka —

“Aligial” eried Mrs. Waterhouse
aloud, as she panted and sat back in
her chaln *“‘Alicia!l Alicia who 1
wonder!™

She knew his writing so well that
she conld scarce be decsived on that
point. Tha svhols thing In & moment |
was clear. Her deir mother, witha
lesseramped experience of the world,
had been right, after all,

“Thera is 8 skeleton,”™ said tha
trembling Mrs. Waterhouse. 3She tore
her lettar to Biarritz into many pieces.
As the last fragment went into tha
ﬁt‘cphco she felt a kiss upun her necic.

“Don't do that, please, ' she oried,

“Beg pardon.” said her husband.
“Did T frighten you?"

He took off his hat and adjusted his
pince-nex. His coolness almost took
i her breath away.

I must suy, Geoffrey,”” she de-
clared, “that 1 cso't help admiring
your—your cheek.”

“My love, I sadmire yours.
to have kissed it just now. ™

She took up 3 newspaper anad,
twisting it viclently in her axcite-
ment, made an endeavor to spesk
with calmaess,

*1 have been reading rather an in-
teresting Tragment, Geoffrey. Bhall
I tell you what it is?”

“Juote away.™

Mrs. Waterhouse rocited from the
coin of vantage furnished by & rug
the letter to Alicia. The professor
dropped his glasses and looked in-
tensely disturbad

“Now, my dear love.”

*“0Oh, no!" sald Myrs. Waterhouse,

My dear Helun. then, will you al-
low mie to say—

‘“Ylonly want to know ons thing.

he has been

I meant

“DOR'T DO THAT, PLEANE™

scene with her husband before she

sorry for.
I wanted to keep it quiet. Butthere's
no earthly reason why sunybody but
ourssives should know. After all
every man has his hobby.™

“Geoffrey. I won't listen to yon."

“Well, my dear, I can't foroe you
to, ean I? I belleve, if you would
only let me tell you the whole affair
from beginning to end, yon wouldn't
be so much annoyed abouot ft. It
really isn't so bad as you think.
Allcia is = most delightful girl, and it
has been a recreation for me, you
know; and I have beeonslogging nway
so of late, and—" !

The door slammed. Mra Water-
house went upstairs to herroom and |
hurriedly, wvery burriedly, packed =
portmantean There was time 1o
catch the mail at Charing Cross, and
she meant to cateh it The great
thing was to get away to Biarrits,
away from the stiffing atmosphere of
this house, away from London. She
rang for her maid. J

“Parier.”

“Yes, ma'am,"

“The mail goes at 8§ from Charing
Cross, T think?"

“Itused to go at 8 ma'am.” said
Parker, cautiously. "“When we want
away, if you remembecr—"

“Yes, yes, of course. I want you
to pack & bag for yourself and we will
cateh the mail to-night.™

“*Catch the mail, ma'am, to-night?”

“Yus, yes. Lose no time please,
and send ont for a cab.”

“*Well, I never!™ murmured Parker.

Alrs. Waterhonsse huad some inten-
tion of having one fine, big, sguare

I'm mhhfoundonm[
|
|
!

left, but there was little time to
spare. Moreover, it occurred to her
thut she could be quite ns bittor ina
well-eomposed letter, to be dispatched
from Biarritz as in a hasty interview.

“Coms along, Parker,” she called,

“It's all very well to say ‘come
along."" muttered Parker, discon-
tent=dly, *‘but this isa rum sort of &
gume, & nd I don't "alf cotton to "

“We've got twenty minutes, Tell
tha man teo drive ecarefully, but to
drive very fast.™

The mast galling thing about the
whole deplorable affair was the cer-
tai nty that her mother would mest
her at the station with an *‘1 told
you so, my peor lamb,” expression,
Btill there was no one else to whom
she conld go, and, at sny rate, she
could always control mamma. She
had always done so.

Charing Crosa

*“The msail. lidy?" said the porter
civilly. *“'The mail goes at ite Hftecn.
It's later'n it uss' to be.™

“Parker, will you get some papers?
Get pne or two for yourself, you |
Enow.”

Parker. still rather ineclined to be
eross, went to the bookstall. It half
restored the excellen t mald to com-
placent submission to what she
termed all this ramping about to find
the new number of the Lady's Own
Chatterbox on sale. It was her own
par ticularly favorite journal

“We'll get in mow, Parker,” said
Mrs. Waterhonse. *“'There's twenty
minutes to walt, but we may as well

take our seats Seconds, pleasse,
porter.”
They found coamfortable corner

seats. For a while they watehed the
stout, perspiring ladies and the slim
daughters and the pet dogs. The
usunlly demure Parleer suolggered so
much when ahe saw two Frenchmen
kiss ench other that she dropped the
Lady's Own Chatterbox. Mrs. Water-
house took it up and held it in har
hand.

1 must read,” shs whisperod to
herself. *1 must do something to
keep mysel! from thinking. 1 shnll
faiot if 1 don't divert my thougkts™

The Lady's Own Chatterbox lay on
her lap. She put one asmall foot
against the sent opposite, and leasned
forward to get the steady glare of the
electric light on the page

“Any more going ou?" cried the in-
spector on the platform, nggressively,

*We commence this woek a story
by & new writer. Walter House. eén-
titled *Alicia’s Only Love." It will
| be replete with romantic interest, and
in shory, & wonderful pictare of high-
class life of the present day, with aill
its fanits and foibles ™

“*“Now thena,” eried the inspector on
the platform, in anaggrieved tone tos
beldted passenger, ‘‘are you going on
thers. or are younot going on?"

Mras Waterhouse begun to read.
Chapter [ was headed *“The Countess.™

“*Alicia was half-leaning. half-re-
clining on an nttoman reanding s deli-

Did you write this ridiculous stuf, |

please?™
“Why, yes.

that. Of course, it’s only a part of

I'm not going to deny

the letter to the girl, but if vyou like
I can tell' you what bappens after
ward."

*“I don’t want to know. If this
gets known what will be thought of
you? You will be the laughlog stock
of all your colleagues. ™

**That's very true,"” acknoowledged
Professor Waterhouse, wilh concern
—‘‘that's very true, and it must never
get known., I can't drop the affair
now, uafortuonately; but, you know—"*
ha amiled at his wife a little anxious
ly —*there is nc harm o it, and I'm
oot the only man who——"

“Raally?” Io & towe of remote and
frigid interest

*4] frankly admit, thoungh, that I
shonld be servy sorry for it o get
known. Of course, itseems to you a
very foolish thing toda™

“Bv no means. ™

**But I really don't beliave that I
counld have endaored she strain of
writing that npew work of mineif, at
the same time, I had not—"

“Let mé ask you one more gquestion
please, 1 understand, Geoffrey, thut
you are sorry now that you ever lent
rourssif to such s—such a despicable
business. ™

**That's not quite the point, dear.”
He was recovering now his usuaal
somposure. *“‘That's not what 1'm

catel y-scented letter from Sir Harold
das Beer. It opened thus: ‘I wanot
| you, my dearest, to believe that [ nm
guite trone to you. 1 am bound by
cartain ties to others, but to youn, my
sweetheart, my own darling Allcia-—""

“"Parker!™ screamed Mrs Water-
house, with a gusp of delight, "“Come
out quickly.™

“Right away,™ shouted the ituspec—

| tor. “Stand away there, please.”
“‘Here, stop!" cried Mras Water
bouse.

|

|

‘ She eanght up her skirts and

| jumped nimbly cut. An active porier
seized the bags, and, as the train widé
moving,canght the descending Parker
neatly and swuag her srotnd upon
her feet.

] *'Ow's that, wumwpire?"
porter.

1 “O—n—8, out,” said the inspecton
Hea turned lis hand-ilsmp to Mrs
| Waterhouse.
ma'am?”

| “Thank you, yves,” said Mra Water-
house, breathlessly. *I'm ali right
now.™

asked the

““Hops you're all right,
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